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1 . SODRE SAID THAT HE WAS UPSET BY THE TURN OF EVENTS IN BRAZIL. 

GEISEL HAD BROUGHT ABOUT A SIGNIEICANT CHANGE IN THE REVOLUTION, 
PERHAPS AS IMPORTANT AS THE MILITARY COUP IN 1968. SODRE 
DESCRIBED THE CHANGE AS RESULTING IN A NARROWING OF THE REVOLUTION'S 
BASE OE SUPPORT. HE EMPHASIZED GEISEL'S ISOLATION AMONG THE PEOPLE 
AND, INCREASINGLY, WITHIN THE ARMY. SODRE SAID THAT HE CONCLUDES 
FROM TALKING TO MILITARY CONTACTS THAT GEISEL WAS PRESSURED 

INTO RECESSING THE CONGRESS AND DECREEING THE POLITICAL CHANGES. 

"THE MILITARY WERE TIRED OF GEISEL'S CONSTANT TINKERING AND TOLD 
HIM THAT HE MUST MAKE DEFINITIVE INSTITUTIONAL CHANGES AND LIVE 
WITH THEM." SODRE SAID THAT WAS THE GOAL, BUT HE HAS LITTLE 
FAITH THAT THE RESULTS WILL BE LASTING BECAUSE THEY ARE TOO 
NARROWLY DESIGNED TO EIT THE CURRENT SITUATION. 

2. SODRE SAID THAT THE INDIRECT ELECTIONS FOR GOVERNOR DO HAVE 
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THE ADVANTAGE THIS TIME OF ALLOWING A RELATIVELY FREE CHOICE BY 
ARENA. HE EXPECTED THAT THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE, COMPOSED OF STATE 
DEPUTIES AND REPRESENTATIVES OF CITY COUNCILS 
WOULD RATIFY THE CANDIDATE SELECTED BY THE PARTY CONVENTION. 

WHILE IT WAS NOT AS GOOD AS A POPULAR ELECTION, SODRE STATED 
THAT AT LEAST THE GOVERNORS WOULD BE SOMEWHAT INDEPENDENT OF THE 
PRESIDENT. SODRE SAID THAT HE IS A CANDIDATE IN SAO PAULO AND IS 
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ALREADY WORKING ON GETTING HIS SUPPORTERS ELECTED AS DELEGATES 
TO THE ARENA STATE CONVENTION. 

3. SODRE SAID THAT HIS JUDGMENT IS THAT, BARRING A DRASTIC 
WORSENING OF THE ECONOMIC SITUATION, GEISEL WOULD SERVE OUT HIS 
TERM AND A MILITARY MAN WOULD REPLACE HIM. HE THEN QUESTIONED 
HIS OWN PREDICTION, HOWEVER, BECAUSE HE COULD NOT FIND ANY 
CIVILIAN SECTOR SUPPORTING THE PRESIDENT. SODRE PROCEEDED TO 
ENUMERATE THOSE WHO WERE AGAINST THE REGIME - BUSINESSMEN, 
STUDENTS, INTELLECTURALS, THE PRESS, THE CHURCH, WORKERS, 

MIDDLE CLASS AND PROFESSIONALS. "EVEN MILITARY MEN ARE LOOKING 
FOR A WAY OUT." SODRE ASKED RHETORICALLY, "WHY DOESN'T THE REGIME 
FALL? ONE DAY, PERHAPS SOON, SOME GENERAL WILL SAY THE KING 

IS NAKED' AND IT WILL BE ALL OVER. 

4. ON THE PRESIDENTIAL SUCCESSION, SODRE STATED THAT THE INCREASE 
IN THE MANDATE OE THE PRESIDENT TO SIX YEARS WILL EAVOR 
YOUNGER CANDIDATES. HE THINKS IT WILL HURT ARMY MINISTER 
FROTA ("HE IS NOT QUALIEIED ANYWAY") BUT HELP SNI CHIEF FIGUEIREDO - 
"A BAD CANDIDATE" - AND RETIRED EULER BENTES - "A GOOD 
CANDIDATE." 

COMMENT: SODRE'S OPINIONS DRAMATIZE THE DILEMMA OF AN INCREASING 
NUMBER OF ARENA POLITICIANS WHO DO NOT SUPPORT THE REVILUTION, 
BUT HAVE NOWHERE ELSE TO TURN. SODRE MADE NO BONES ABOUT HIS 
LACK OF RAPPORT WITH GEISEL AND HIS DISTRUST OF GOLBERY. HE 
IS WIDELY REPUTED TO BE BARGAINING UP HIS POLITICAL VALUE IN SAO 
PAULO IN THE HOPE OF BEING NAMED AMBASSADOR TO PARIS OR 
LONDON. 
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5. EMBASSY CONCURS. 
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